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plishment of his design. He held the office of inspector
of franks in the postoffice, which brought him into con-
tact with the officers of both houses of parliament, and
afforded him frequent and ready access to many of the
members. Cave, availing himself of this advantage, fre-
quented the houses when any debate of public interest
was expected, and, along with a friend, posted himself in
the gallery of the house of commons, and in some retired
station in that of the lords, where, unobserved, they took
notes of the several speeches. These notes were after-
wards arranged and expanded by Guthriey the historian,
then in the employment of Cave, and presented to the
public, monthly, in the Gentleman's Magazine. They first
appeared in July, 17{J6b; and were perused with the greatest
eagerness. But it was soon intimated to Cave, that the
speaker wan offended with this freedom, which he regarded
in tho light of a breach of privilege, and would subject
Cave, unless he desisted, to parliamentary censure, or per-
hapn punishment* To escape this, and likewise to avoid
an abridgment of his magazine* Cave had recourse to the
following artifice. lie opened his magazine for June, 1738,
with an article entitled, " Debates in the senate of Magna
Lilliputia 5" in which he artfully deplores the prohibition
that forbids him to present his readers with the consult-
atiottn of their own representatives, and expresses a hope
that they will accept, as a substitute* those of that country
which Gulliver had HO lately rendered illustrious, and
which untimely death had prevented that enterprising tra-
veller from publishing himself. Under this fiction he con-
tinued to publish the debates of the British parliament,
hiding the names of persons and places by the transpo-
sition of letters, in the way of anagram* These he con-
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